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Child-Labor:  A Fact of Life  
In 19th Century 

 

 
 

1860s 

 
 

1870s 
The laws for regulating the employment of children, such as, the Factory 
Acts and the Agricultural Children's Act had only a partial success,  
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According to the States Reports  
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***************************************************** 

 
 

A Glimpse of the Child Labor 

In the 20th Century  
 

In his book, NEA*: The First Hundred Years" (1957), Edgar B. Wesley 

summarized a-half-century battle for the Compulsory Education Law 

and the Child-Labor Law in two sentences:  
 

 
 

* NEA: National Education Association. 
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INDIANA: Child laborers working in glass and bottle factories (1908) 
In 1908, photographer Lewis Hine was hired by the National Child Labor Committee to document exploited 

child workers. The photos he captured, including the one above, played an instrumental role in changing 

child labor laws during the first half of the 20th century. 

 

 

 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Child laborers taken out of school to work (1912) 
This photo, also taken by Lewis Hine, shows several child laborers at the Maggioni Canning Company who 

could only attend school for half the day. They spent four hours shucking before school, several hours 

shucking after school, and eight or nine hours shucking on Saturday, according to Hine's original caption. 

https://www.biography.com/people/lewis-hine-9339610
https://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004003816/PP/
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WEST VIRGINIA: A young coal trapper working inside a mine (1908) 
This exploited child laborer was photographed by Lewis Hine in Turkey Knob Mine. 

(The above photos were taken from "The most fascinating historic photo taken in 
every US state." INSIDER  Lucy Yang11/1/2017   MSN, 11-27-17) 

 

   

 
In 1900, 18 percent of American workers were younger than 16. 
(17 surprising facts about working in America, MSN, 9-1-14) 

 
 
 
 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ncl2004000171/PP/
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1948 

 
 

 

 

 

Q:  Was Hugo Munsterberg correct to say that "American 
Children need Good teachers and Good Parents"?  
 

 

 

 

Read:     

File 4:  Child-Labor Amendment: A Half-Century Battle 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


