
1902 Math Test/Survey--The Test & The Results  
 

In 1892, Dr. John Rice, who had conducted school survey in 1893, again conducted a 

math test of 6000 students from 4th to 8th grades distributed through eighteen school 

buildings in seven cities. [pp. 155f].* See File 2 for the Math Problems Dr. Rice used. 

The following chart show the tests results:   

 

 
 (The marks on the highest and lowest scores are added to highlight the differences.)  

 

“Mr. Rice found great variation in the reaction of pupils to these questions. The 

variability was even greater in the advanced grades than in the earlier grades….  Not 

only were the extremes widely separated, but “the averages for schools taken as a whole 

varied between 25 and 80 per cent”* [pp.161f.].   
*W.A. Jessup and L.D. Coffman, The Supervision of Arithmetic, Macmillan Company, 1917].   

 

The Math tests Dr. J.M. Rice given to 4th to 8th graders are taken from W.A. Jessup and 

L.D. Coffman, The Supervision of Arithmetic, Macmillan Company, 1917, pp.155ff.  

 

For the tests see “File 2—A Look At Dr. John Rice’s Tests” 


