
1 

 

Is There Cure for Our Age-Old Math Phobia? 
1998:  Article: An Inordinate Fear of Algebra 

"A FEW weeks ago, high-school algebra made the front page of the Wall 

Street Journal. New International comparisons show that American schools 

teach algebra badly. So what else is new" If some study revealed that 

American schools were doing well, the whole country would have a 

heart attack and drop dead....  "'Does any word.' the Journal asks, 'strike 

greater fear in the hearts of American ninth-graders - and their parents - 

than algebra?'...." 

 
1923 

The Reorganization of Mathematics in Secondary Education,  
A Report by the National Committee on Mathematical Requirements  

under the auspices of the Mathematical Association of America, Inc., 1923. 
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1929 

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics,   

Significant Changes and Trends in The Teaching of Mathematics Throughout the World  

Since 1910, Teacher College, Columbia University, 1929. 

 

Hate Math, Fail Math  
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1947 
School Science and Mathematics, 1947 

Algebra Phobia 

 
 

1947 
Plight of College Chemistry Students 

 

 
 

1954 
Plight of Graduate Students -- Future Teachers 
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1967 
Sol Weiss, Innovations and Research in the Teaching of Mathematics to the Terminal Student, 

Experimental Programs, The Mathematics Teacher, October 1967.  
[Weiss, West Chester State College, West Chester, Penn.] 

[Experimental Programs, edited by Eugene D. Nichols, Florida State University, Tallahassee, 

FL] 
 

Has America Shot Herself in the Foot? 
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1998 
Interview with Fail Burrill, President of the NCTM** 

Notices of the AMS,*** January 1998. 
 

Has America Shot Herself in the Foot? 
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** NCTM: National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

*** AMS: American Mathematics Society. Notices of the AMS, their official publication.  
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1990s 

Articles by Black leaders*  

 

 
* Apology. I have not found the articles yet. 

 

2016 

MSN, 3-27-2016       Associated Press   

Is algebra an unnecessary stumbling block in US 

schools?  
By KAREN MATTHEWS, Associated Press  4 hrs ago  

…………………………. 

NEW YORK — Who needs algebra? 

That question muttered by many a frustrated student over the years has become a 

vigorous debate among American educators, sparked by a provocative new book that 

argues required algebra has become an unnecessary stumbling block that forces millions 

to drop out of high school or college. 

 

"One out of 5 young Americans does not graduate from high school. This is one of the 

worst records in the developed world. Why? The chief academic reason is they failed 

ninth-grade algebra," said political scientist Andrew Hacker, author of "The Math 
Myth and Other STEM Delusions." 
................................ 

 

Yahoo, 5-15-2016     The Washington Post    Education 

Is the nation’s math instruction in crisis? 
By Jay Mathews Columnist May 8 at 4:34 PM  

……………………….. 

Many are puzzled about why the Common Core State Standards, the nation’s latest 

educational fashion, seem to advise against the popular policy of letting kids take 

algebra a year earlier than usual. It is all pretty confusing. 

John Fourkas, both a parent and a University of Maryland chemistry professor, said 

much of the Common Core-based math curriculum seems to him “completely 

disjointed, focusing too much on specialized vocabulary.” He said there is “not enough 

repetition of key skills as new topics are introduced.” 

“Our son has had the misfortune of being on the leading edge of the reform, and so 

every year there is a new curriculum with which the teachers are not familiar,” Fourkas 

said. “Our son is in Algebra 2 this year, and I give them great credit for learning from 

their mistakes and designing a curriculum that is far more coherent.”……….. 

 
 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education
http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/jay-mathews
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Yahoo, 6-14-2016 

Debunking the Myths Behind ‘The Math Myth’ 
  June 13, 2016 

When the political scientist Andrew Hacker published The Math Myth and Other 

STEM Delusions earlier this year, he didn’t break the internet. But he arithmetic is 

useless to most people, that requiring algebra in high school is an obstacle that 

certainly stirred up the math establishment in arguing that anything more complicated 

than drives the country’s dropout rates, and that the Common Core’s approach to 

math, which calls for more complex math like trigonometry, is a 

mistake……………… 

 
Yahoo, 6-26-2016   Business Inserder   Educaiton 

Why San Francisco stopped teaching algebra in middle 

school    Ben Christopher, Priceonomics 

San Francisco in the twenty-first century is the town that STEM built.  

A city increasingly synonymous with startup culture and tech-centric innovation, its 

rapidly growing economy speaks to the value of studying science and mathematics.  

Which is why it came as a surprise when the San Francisco Unified School District 

(SFUSD)-….announced in 2014 that it would no longer offer Algebra I to eighth 

graders…… 

 

Yahoo, 5-6-2016 

High failure rates spur universities to overhaul math class 
It's not Common Core, but reforms were born from the same ideas  by Karen Shakerdge  

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — When Chelsea Castilloadame left the Navy Medical Corps after 

five years to pursue her longtime plan of becoming a doctor, she knew her transition 

back to civilian life was going to be tough. But she wasn’t prepared to feel so 

unprepared for — of all things — math class. 

“I would leave classes and exams literally in tears,” Castilloadame, 24, said. “I went to 

the bathroom and I cried after almost every math exam. It was very humbling to go into 

the professor and say, ‘I am so frustrated. I’m balling my eyes out and I know this 

material.’”…. 

Castilloadame is one of many students who experience mathematics as a roadblock to 

other fields — such as science, technology and engineering. In fact, about 50 percent of 

students don’t pass college algebra with a grade of C or above, as noted in a recent 

report, “Common Vision,” from the Mathematical Association of America (MAA). The 

report called Americans’ struggle with math “the most significant barrier” to finishing a 

degree in both STEM and non-STEM fields. In the worst-case scenarios, students can 

get stuck in remedial classes and fall so far behind that they drop out of college all 

together. 

“There’s going to be a need for a million more STEM graduates in the next decade 

than we’re currently producing,” said Chris Rasmussen, professor of mathematics 

education at San Diego State.”…………………… 

http://priceonomics.com/
http://hechingerreport.org/author/karen-shakerdge
http://www.maa.org/sites/default/files/pdf/CommonVisionFinal.pdf
http://www.maa.org/sites/default/files/pdf/CommonVisionFinal.pdf
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Yahoo, 6-22-2016 

Video: College drops math for 'diversity' course 

FOX News Videos   June 21, 2016 

Students at Wayne State University in Michigan no longer have to take math course to 

graduate, may be required to take a diversity course, instead 

 

1996

 
 

http://www.foxnews.com/
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School Science and Mathematics, A Journal for Science and Mathematics Teachers 

 in Secondary Schools,  Vol. V, 1905, 239. 

 


