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Classroom Interruption: A Unique American Tradition 

Can Students Develop “Concentration”? 
 

1891: W. W. Goodwin, Prof. Harvard Univ: 

 
 

1929: A Classroom Teacher: 

 

 
[Article:  "What Makes Teachers Cranky," 1929] 

 

1948, G. E. Carrothers, Prof., Michigan Univ: 

 
[Article:  "Are Our Children Being Cheated?" 1948] 

 

 

1997 TIMSS* Videoed Class-Room Study Report: 

*TIMSS: The Third International Math & Science Study of 41 countries 

 “In contrast to new German and Japanese teachers, new U.S. teachers do not 

receive a long-term structured apprenticeship in their profession.  Once on the job, 

they have fewer formal and informal opportunities to discuss and share teaching-

related issues and questions.  School are managed in such a way that lessons are 

frequently interrupted by loudspeaker announcements or visitors at the 

door.”  
 

 
 

Q: “Are Our Children Being Cheated?” 
See File 2. 


