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DeVos Bemoans ‘Devastating’ NAEP Scores, Pushes 

for ‘Education Freedom’   Lauren Camera      40 mins ago  
 

Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos on Wednesday slammed the K-12 education 

establishment for allowing students to fall behind in math and reading without 

fully taking advantage of the types of "education freedom" at the heart of the 

Trump administration's agenda. 

 
© (SAUL LOEB/AFP/Getty Images) US Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos speaks during the 

Summit on Combating Anti-Semitism at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC, July 15, 

2019. (Photo by SAUL LOEB / AFP) (Photo credit should read SAUL LOEB/AFP/Getty 

Images) 

"The numbers are reason for deep concern," she said at the National Press Club in 

Washington, D.C. "This country has a student achievement crisis." 

Earlier in the day, results from the 2019 National Assessment of Education 

Progress, also called NAEP or the Nation's Report Card, showed that math and 

reading scores for fourth- and eighth-graders in the United States dropped since 

2017, with a particularly acute decrease in reading achievement has government 

researchers concerned……………. 

 

 

 

https://www.usnews.com/news/education-news/articles/2019-10-30/across-the-board-scores-drop-in-math-and-reading-for-us-students
https://www.nationsreportcard.org/
https://www.nationsreportcard.org/
https://www.usnews.com/


Interesting NAEP Statistics Since 1970 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
National Assessment of Educational Progress 
Organization 

 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress is the largest continuing and nationally 

representative assessment of what U.S. students know and can do in various subjects. NAEP is a 

congressionally mandated project administered by the National Center for Education Statistics, 

within the Institute of Education Sciences of the U.S. Department of Education. The first 

national administration of NAEP occurred in 1969. The National Assessment Governing Board 

is an independent, bipartisan board that sets policy for NAEP and is responsible for developing 

the framework and test specifications. The National Assessment Governing Board, whose 

members are appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Education, includes governors, state legislators, 

local and state school officials, educators, business representatives, and members of the general 

public. Congress created the 26-member Governing Board in 1988. 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/

